Custom Columns

Architect Barbara Del Vicario, top
left, on a sofa in a custom fabric that
copies a design in the fresco. ¥ Clock-
wise from top right: The dining chairs
by Del Vicario are based on a Roman
model. She also designed the candle
holders on the table; columns from
her Ottagono line are on either side

of the doorway. The chandelier of

60 Murano glass bowls is made for
candles. The hand-blown glasses and
personal decanters are part of a set
by Del Vicario. The washstand column
with hinged top is by Del Vicario. The
kitchen features an Ottagono cabinet
(here with clothes), which can be
used for anything from china to CDs.
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waLK THrROUGH the light, airy
rooms of La Malcontenta wich
Del Vicario is an exquisite expe-
ricuce. Her gencle approach
is matched by an architect’s
~understanding of the build-
ing’s needs. “A great amount of work was
required,” she says. The rivecbank was
shored up; powert lines were buried And
chat was nothing compared with the
restoration inside the house. “The fres-
coes cover some four thousand square
yards,” Del Vicario says, “and Antonio
oversaw a rigorous conservation of
architectural elements, such as returning
Palladio’s red terrazzo floor” —made of
compressed brick powder and lime —“ro
is original patina.”

Passing through a frescoed bedroom
or bathroom, or one of the many dining
areas, is part of an artistic itinerary.
“Each room,” says Foscary, “is related to
the others like the notes in a symphony”
Though spacious and grand, La Mal-
contenta tetans an intormal air. Fire-
places heat the rooms; elecrricity —with
a few necessary exceptions—is out of
the quescion. As in che sixteenth cen-
tury, the main source of light in the
evening is candles.

A less tangible aspect makes the
restoration of the willa unique: che pres-
ent inhabitants’ respect for races left
by previous owners who also devoted
part of their lives to the villa. They
include Lord Phillimore, from whom
Foscari and Del Vicario bouvght che
house, and the thitd most recent
owner, Albert Landsberg, rhe cos-
mopolitan saloniste who rescued rhe
villa from decay tn 1925. Between the



	Text1: 


